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Our Vision
The Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre will be known as a community arts centre delivering an
outstanding program to meet the needs of the community through accessible arts programs, events and
arts development.
We will be recognised as the artistic hub of Melbourne’s West – bringing people together through the
enjoyment of the arts.
We will do this by creating:
•
•
•

an exceptional community destination with the spaces, facilities and resources to unlock the potential
of arts in our community
a space that welcomes diversity and nurtures the soul
a place where artistic excellence and endeavour is celebrated, supported and welcomed.

Our Purpose
To strengthen and connect the Hobsons Bay community through sharing and participation in arts and
cultural activities. We are built on a legacy of community ownership delivering innovation, arts and
community service.

Our Values
We hold these values dear to us, and demonstrate them in our work with each other, the way in which we
work with the community, and the way in which we govern our organisation.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Diversity
Integrity
Respect
Enterprise
Community connectedness
Trust
Sustainability

Our History
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre is on the site of the old Altona Hospital which was closed by the
then State Government in 1996. The community rallied to form the Hobsons Bay Community Advancement
Co-operative Ltd who purchased the hospital and redeveloped the site to house a community centre, art
gallery and activity rooms. Named after Dr Louis Joel, first doctor at the Altona Hospital, the Louis Joel Arts
& Community Centre was opened in November, 2005.
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Board of Management & Staff 2019-2020
Chair
Deputy Chair

Maree Duffield OAM
Catherine Curtain

Secretary

Rebekah Townsend

Treasurer

Terry Heazlewood OAM

Members
Richard Hansen
			Carol Franklyn
			Anna Cooshna
			James Bush
Centre Manager

Kim Reilly

Administration Officers
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					Danielle Whelan

Funding Bodies, Corporate Sponsors and Partners
The Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd would like to thank the following Funding
Bodies for their financial support, corporations for their valued sponsorship, State and Federal Government
departments for project grants and project partners:
Hobsons Bay City Council
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Mobil Altona Refinery
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
Ryk Eksteen, Collins & Co Audit Pty Ltd
Mulcahy Butera Property Managers
State Government of Victoria

We acknowledge that we are on traditional lands of the Kulin Nation and
recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay
our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging and through them,
to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
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Message from the Chair
Maree Duffield
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement
Co-operative Ltd
Resilience, Innovation and Strengthening Our
Relationships
‘She stood in the storm and when the wind did not blow
her way, she adjusted her sails.’― Elizabeth Edwards
We all face storms. Some are literally life changing
and some are momentary blips. The year of 2020
has been a bit like that for all of us as we have
watched the world sail into the unchartered waters
of the COVID pandemic. Some have adapted
and thrived despite the many changes and loss
of certainty about their future and others have
experienced significant financial and emotional
hurt and loss.
The bigger picture for all of us is the uncertainty of
the future and how we will live our lives, interact with
each other, work, travel and engage with the wider
world. Undoubtedly there will be a few more gusts,
lulls and squalls before we know where and when
we are destined to land.
What the past eight months has demonstrated is
that we have all had to adjust the sails.
Resilience
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre had to
close at the end of March and all programs and
community engagement as we knew it had to
stop without notice. This could have stopped us
in our tracks as our conventional face to face way
of interacting with our community was gone. The
Board of Management moved quickly to establish
employment security for our staff and an immediate
review of our budget and cashflow to ensure
continuity of the Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre.
We are grateful to both the Federal and State
governments for their swift and comprehensive
response to small businesses such as ours, by way
of Job Keeper and the Business Support Fund.
Our staff immediately adapted and looked for new
ways of doing things.
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Innovation
The Board fully supported our manager Kim
Reilly and staff Lyn Hunt and Danielle Whelan to
implement necessary changes that would enable
the Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre (LJACC) to
continue with important community engagement
programs, particularly at a time of community
uncertainty and crisis. This was done via new
social media technologies as well as the immediate
updating of software systems to allow secure and
streamlined working from home arrangements
and capacity. Like many other small businesses,
these changes have enabled LJACC to offer
programs, support, information, and friendship
to our community that we could not have envisaged.
They are great changes that will stay with us, as
they have improved our Centre’s communication
systems and capacity, and enabled links and contacts
with many more people and organisations than
we could have imagined.
Strengthening our relationships
There are many working relationships that need
to be maintained, nurtured, and strengthened
in an enterprise such as the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre. There are many stakeholders
and they can include: the Board of the Hobsons Bay
Community Advancement Co-operative (HBCAC)
which is responsible for the governance and
financial oversight of the organisation; the staff
and volunteers of LJACC; the many individuals,
organisations and tenancies that use our beautiful
facilities; the funding organisations at both State
and Local government level; other community
sector providers and services; and the residents
of Hobsons Bay and Altona.
The need to stay connected, to share ideas, to
interact and network with all stakeholders has
been paramount in keeping our Centre open for
business in the past few months — but in a very
different way. This has been achieved online, by
phone, Zoom, YouTube and with amazing weekly
newsletters. Our staff are busier than ever when
many other organisations have had to close. This has
been a fantastic achievement and LJACC should be
acknowledged for accomplishing this.

As Chair of the Board of HBCAC I am just so proud
of the Board Members, Centre staff and other
Co-operative contributors who have continued to
work hard throughout the past year, despite obvious
difficulties and uncertainties. The Board continues
on track with the implementation of our current
Strategic Plan as well as providing support and
encouragement to Centre staff so that they can
excel in their roles.

What have we learned? You cannot change the wind,
but you can adjust the sails and ride the waves to a
new destination.
We do not know what our future programming and
community engagement will look like in 2021 but as
an organisation we feel strong and well prepared
for whatever it brings and invite you all to join us,
wherever it takes us.

Maree Duffield (Image contributed by Star News Group)

Maree Duffield OAM
Maree was born and raised in Altona and has family
connections to the area spanning four generations.
Participation, contribution and leadership in
community and professional organisations from a
young age have been major drivers in both Maree’s
professional and personal life. She currently works
as a senior clinician physiotherapist at Mercy
Health and was previously a small business owner
in Hobsons Bay owning and managing two Allied
Health clinics for over 20 years.
Maree has been on the executive or chaired various
local and state sporting or professional boards over
the past forty years and brings this experience with
her to her current position as Chair of Hobsons Bay
Community Advancement Co-operative (HBCAC).
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She has been on the Board of Management of
HBCAC in various roles over the past 22 years having
previously been on the Altona Community Hospital
Board until its dissolution in 1996. Maree is able to
offer a sense of history and context to the current
board as it moves forward.
Maree feels that she contributes these abilities to
the current board: a background of small business
management and a keen understanding of the
need to be adaptable and stay abreast of change,
an ability to listen, lead and motivate others and a
solid foundation in community development and
engagement in both her professional and public life.
In 2020 Maree was a recipient of an Order of
Australia Medal for her services to Hobsons Bay.

Finance Report
What a long time a year is, this time a year
ago to write a finance report using the word
‘unprecedented’ would have been unimaginable.
However, the Global Health Crisis, brought on by
the COVID 19 pandemic, has had an overwhelming
impact on every aspect of our lives. It has seen
terms such as ‘self-isolation’, ‘national lockdown’,
‘working from home’, ‘social distancing’and ‘essential
workers’ become part of everyday use.
Who would have thought that we would have
closed the doors of the Louis Joel Arts & Community
Centre (the Centre), in March, and they would have
remained closed well into the next financial year?
There was only one thing that was certain:
everything was uncertain.
The uncertainty of this situation refocussed the
attentions of the Board of Hobsons Bay Community
Advancement Co-Operative (HBCAC) on our core
responsibilities:
1. Community wellbeing; and
2. Consolidation of the financial position —
remaining a going concern.
It was hoped that by taking care of these two
principles that the Centre would come out the
other side of this pandemic in a position where
it would be able to relaunch.
Community Wellbeing
In this period, we still wanted to support the
community. But the question remained, how would
this look in a world of lockdown? One thing was
certain, we would need people to pull this off and
this meant that we needed staff.
Not only to find ways to support the community,
but also to put us into a position so we could
relaunch once we were permitted to do so.
I think we can all agree the efforts of the staff have
been wonderful, and once proving the adage:
necessity is the mother of invention. It has been
very pleasing to see the ‘digital’ imprint the centre
has been having in the community. I’m sure a lot
on this will be said throughout the annual report
so I will move on to other matters.
Financial Position
Given we don’t have the legendary skills of
Nostradamus on the Board, uncertainty remained
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the overriding factor when we as a Board were
discussing the methods for combating the
complexities of the economic recession created
by the COVID 19 pandemic.
In the past, entities that survive economic downturns
usually did so by focusing on operational efficiencies.
The Board looked to follow this tried and tested
strategy of creating operational efficiency to
consolidate the financial position of the Centre.
This meant that projects, capital works and other
renovations were put on hold.
Federal Government Support
Once the Federal Government outlined its plans
to support the community, the financial plan was
extended to securing further government assistance
via its initiatives:
• Job Keeper Government Assistance
Payments; and
• Cash Flow Boost COVID-19 Assistance
Payments.
Financial Health
Fortunately, the revenue of the Centre was not
extensively hit by the misfortunes seen elsewhere.
Government assistance payments, the more familiar
grants, rental income, and the operational efficiency
measures have all combined to create a stronger
HBCAC.
This is evidenced by the delivery of a:
• Net surplus attributable to the Co-operative;
and
• Improved financial position.
The Future
The measures undertaken since the emergence of
COVID will continue to positively impact the financial
health of the Centre well into the new financial year.
With the light at the end of the tunnel, it is reassuring
to know that the strengthened financial position of
the HBCAC will allow the Centre to relaunch, once
it emerges into a post-COVID environment, into an
exciting future.
Richard Hansen
B:Bus (Acc), CPA, MSCI

Neighbourhood Houses in
Victoria
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre is classified
as a Neighbourhood House and receives funding
under the Victorian State Government’s Department
of Health and Human Services Neighbourhood House
Co-ordination Program as well as coordination funding
from Hobsons Bay City Council. We operate under two
service agreements and deliver an extensive, multifaceted program. We employ a full-time Manager and
two part-time administration staff as well as a contract
bookkeeper. Additional revenue is raised by HBCAC
and the Centre through room hire, private function
hire, leasing of office space and through income
generated by a commercial lease. This income has
enabled HBCAC to maintain administration hours and
to engage a project officer for most of the 2019-2020
period. This increase in resources is in direct response
to the increase in programming and the number of
projects we undertake.
A team of volunteers also assists with the running of
the Centre. Administration support, specific project
management, gardening, gallery sitting, and many
other tasks have volunteer support — to further grow
our reach in addressing the needs of our community.
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre is governed
by a Board of Management — all are volunteers
who give of their time and expertise to ensure
good governance, sound financial viability and to
forge the strategic direction of the organisation.
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Neighbourhood Houses bring people together
to connect, learn and participate in their local
communities through social, educational,
recreational and support activities, using a
unique community development approach.
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre includes
arts, specifically community arts, into our
programming as a response to a demonstrated
need within our local arts community.
Community development is enabling communities
to identify and address their own needs. It starts
from the assumption that communities have existing
strengths and assets that make them part of the
solution. Community development practice is about
doing with, rather than doing for. Neighbourhood
Houses welcome people from all walks of life.
This inclusive approach creates opportunities for
individuals and groups to enrich their lives through
connections they might not otherwise make.
‘If you’ve been to one Neighbourhood House,
you’ve been to one Neighbourhood House’
(Neighbourhood Houses Victoria). There are around
400 Neighbourhood Houses across Victoria. There
are nine centres or houses within Hobsons Bay who
respond to locally identified needs and priorities. The
program at each Centre in Hobsons Bay can be quite
different from each other — increasing the range of
opportunities by limiting the degree of duplication.

Centre Manager’s Report
For most of the 2019–2020 year, our plans were
falling into place; projects were in full swing; and
our planning for the 2021 year was well under way.
Our focus was on growth and growing — from an
increase in program delivery to implementing an
outstanding community arts strategy, we were
busier than we had ever been and looked forward to
finishing the financial year on a high — in all areas.
COVID came as much of a shock to us as it did
to everyone. We closed the doors of the Centre
immediately. We knew we could not maintain
effective oversight of everyone coming into the
Centre to ensure their safety and the safety of
our staff and volunteers. Staff left the building to
work from home — needing to set up systems
to allow access so staff could continue working.
The groups who call the Centre home also needed
to re-assess how they delivered their programs
and meet the needs of their members. All of them
managed to adapt and in many cases, to stay
connected with their members.
So how do you manage a Community Centre that
is closed to the public, to the community, the very
people we exist to support? That was our challenge
and what a roller coaster it has been (and I do not
like roller coasters!). What can be relied on from
organisations such as ours is the ability to adapt
to the circumstances, refocus our expectations
and plans, and to look for the opportunities an
adverse situation might offer. I won’t say that we
didn’t spend some of the time feeling stressed,
overwhelmed and helpless, but as a team, we
supported each other and rallied to keep moving
forward, with the constant support of the Board of
Management.
We effectively stayed open, even though we
were closed. We stayed in contact with our
community — our volunteers, the groups who are
associated with the Centre and with individuals.
Our volunteers kept in contact with each other
and our staff kept in contact with networks to keep
informed of latest news and updates. We did this
with Zoom catch ups, phone calls, emails and a
weekly newsletter. We distributed morning tea boxes
for Seniors Month, we held a Sustainability exhibition
and events via Zoom and delivered that as an
exhibition in a box. We packed and distributed
50 craft kits for kids. We registered our own YouTube
channel and ramped up our FaceBook and
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We quickly became aware of the need to distribute
masks – and we did so with the help of the Vietnamese
Association of Hobsons Bay.

Doughnuts – you have to have some treats and these
came at a time when we all needed a treat.

Bring your dog to work day – our Molly was keen to see
what policy I was reviewing, but she didn’t finish it for me.

Instagram presence. And we did our housework!
We have scanned historical documents, updated
policies and implemented procedures, attended
workshops, webinars and meetings to further skills
and knowledge, and we have created programs that
will move us forward into a more positive time.
I must pay tribute to the administration staff at
the Centre. Lyn Hunt and Danielle Whelan have
performed above and beyond during this past year
— they are both to be applauded for their efforts
going into the lockdown time, but during lockdown
is when their strength of character, resilience and
adaptability came into play. They have both been
an outstanding and valuable support to me and for
that, I thank them sincerely.

Cupcakes – Lyn and Danielle sent me a ‘pick-me-up’ when I
was having a cloudy time.

I must also thank our Project Worker, Catherine
Storm. Catherine moved into action to keep our
Centre looking lived in and loved — the Gallery
windows had changing exhibitions and there
were plans for creating product to sell online.
Unfortunately, we were unable to continue the
position, due to budget constraints as a result of
COVID, but Catherine’s expertise and experience
has left its legacy with us all as we continue to use
the systems and philosophy Catherine brought to
the position.
Our huge thanks always to our volunteers during the
year and during the lockdown. Their contribution
to the Centre is immense — when you consider the
number of hours we have volunteers at the Centre
and factor that back as a dollar value, it is immense.
The willingness of the volunteers to contribute their
time, their concern and pride for the Centre and
their care for the staff and other volunteers is truly
humbling. Thank you again, all of you for your valued
and valuable contribution.

Joan Craggs Memorial Garden looked beautiful in early
Spring.

I also want to thank the members of the Board of
Management — their continued support of the staff
and our operations has been and is wonderful.
A group of people who often don’t get a mention but
who deserve recognition, are our families — more
so since they have had us working from home for
so long. Thank you to all of them for helping us get
through this difficult time.
Kim Reilly
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Art in the carpark – I drove into the carpark one day to
find a grandmother keeping her grandchild amused by
drawing big chalk drawings in our carpark. They made me
smile a lot that day.

Garden – even though our gardening volunteers weren’t
able to come in (except for a brief time), our garden
continued to provide so many smiles for people going
past. When they were in, Ian and Graeme finished some
edging and a path.

Orange Tree Garden – the orange tree purchased for
the John Shaw Neilson Orange Tree Concert in 2019 was
transplanted from its pot into our garden and it has
been underplanted with our rhubarb plants. And we are
delighted to know that the rhubarb is being picked and
enjoyed – everyone is welcome to enjoy a few stalks of
rhubarb when they pass by the Centre.

Kim and her daughter Georgia teaching quilting classes.
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Louis Joel Arts & Community
Centre 2019-2020
The utilisation of spaces at the Centre has the
purpose of providing a program of workshops and
events as well as promoting community arts to the
Hobsons Bay community.
In 2019-2020, a diverse range of programs were
offered at Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre and
our connection with local groups has grown.
ART & CRAFT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Artful Dabblers (HBAS)
Decorative Painting
Drawing Skills & Techniques
Monthly Activity Night (HBAS)
Pastel/Oil/Acrylics with Bill Kerr (HBAS)
On Location Sketching with Nancy (HBAS)
Social Painting Group (HBAS)
Watercolour & Acrylics with Caroline Brett
(HBAS)
Watercolour with Ted Dansey (HBAS)

TEXTILES
•
•
•
•

Introduction to Sewing
Patchwork Classes
Patchwork — Modern and Traditional
Sit ‘n’ Sew

WRITING & LANGUAGES
•
•

Creative Writing Workshops
French for Francophiles

CHILDREN
•
•
•

Kumon
Werkz Theatre — Dramawerkz
School Holiday programs

HEALTH & WELLBEING
•
•

Creative Arts Therapy
Visual Arts Together
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MENS GROUPS
•
•

B.O.B Group — Boys Only Barbecue
Kings of the Kitchen

COMMUNITY GROUPS & ORGANISATIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Big Heart Church
Altona Lions Club (Leos)
Hobsons Bay Arts Society
Maori Wardens
Vietnamese Association of Hobsons Bay
Seabreeze Quilters
Equip Church
Altona University of The Third Age (U3A)
Volunteer West Inc
One Spirit African Drumming
Polynesian Weaving Group

JOEL GARDEN GURUS
The Joel Garden Gurus is a group of volunteer
gardeners creating edible, ornamental and
native gardens in the grounds of Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre. New members are welcome.
REPAIR CAFÉ HOBSONS BAY
Repair Café Hobsons Bay is launching in February
2021 at Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre. The
project welcomes volunteers with skills in repairing
and mending who are interested in sharing their
skills and knowledge with the community, as well
as volunteers who can support repair experts and
community members during sessions and learn
some valuable repair skills along the way.
RECYCLING
The Centre supports a range of recycling programs
that recycle items that are not accepted through
our municipal recycling program:
• Colgate oral care recycling
• Printer cartridges
• X-rays
• Mobil phones
• Reading glasses
• Sunglasses
• CD’s/DVD’s and cases
• Rubber bands
• store/gift cards
• Milk bottle lids
• Ring pulls from soft drink cans
• Bread tags
• Batteries
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Tribute to Volunteers
Volunteering continues to grow — in hours and the
number of people.
In Victoria, 42.1% of people over 15 years of age
volunteered in 2019, donating at least 507.7 million
hours to the Victorian community.1
At the Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre we are
privileged to have the support of volunteers who
provide, on average, 120+ hours of support each
week. That significant contribution means we can
apply for many more grants; we can boast about our
beautiful gardens; we can run additional programs;
and their support allows staff more time to focus on
major projects.
Volunteers help with gallery exhibitions; they
cook fantastic barbeques and can be encouraged
to get the pizza oven going; they lead our Kings of
the Kitchen program; and keep our beautiful gardens
in top condition.
1. State of Volunteering Report 2020, Volunteering Victoria
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Volunteers come to the Centre for a few hours,
for a day, or even many days in the week. We so
appreciate and value them — individually and
as a group.
In addition to the volunteers who support the
Centre with gardening, maintenance, administration,
photography and programs, the members of the
Board of Management are also volunteers and
contribute an additional 40 volunteer hours per
week. They are members of our local community,
from all occupations and backgrounds, with the
skills and expertise to take up the challenges of
governance, strategy, financial management and
overseeing the operations of the Louis Joel Arts
& Community Centre. Their role is to guide the
Co-operative towards a secure, sustainable and
prosperous future.
A big, big thank you to all our volunteers over the
past year, our Centre would not be same without
you.

Joel Gallery Exhibitions &
Events 2019-2020
Strength in Fragility, Beauty in Imperfection —
Mental Health Week

5 X 7 Art Prize 2020

5 – 10 October
Amaroo Arts

4 April – 23 April
Hobsons Bay Arts Society

Silent Landscapes

Habitats

12 – 24 October
Russell Cassar

Online Events
11 October – 7 November
Louis Joel Art & Community Centre

Rainbow Youth Art Exhibition
26 – 31 October
IPC Health

Primary Arts 2019

2 – 7 November
Hobsons Bay Primary Schools

Inside the Borderline Mind
23 November – 5 December
Beth Barker

Learning Curve

7 – 19 December
Hobsons Bay Arts Society

Quilting Divas

21 December – 2 January
Seabreeze Quilters

Arts in the West

17 – 30 January
Andrew Blight, Carla Murray, David Voigt,
Franciska Howard, John Hutchinson, Karen
Price, Lauren Perry Shanks, Lorraine Rogers,
Michele Finey, Stacey Anne, Sudha Palani.

Frontier - Midsumma

31 January – 13 February
Matto Lucas

Taste of Vietnam

15 – 27 February
Vietnamese Association of Hobsons Bay

Landscapes Real and Imagined
29 February – 12 March 2020
Creativity Cluster

Australia Wide Six
14 – 30 March
Ozquilt Network
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Events
Crafters Treasure Market
5 October
Creative Summer School
3 January – 16 January
Midsumma
Rainbow Pride Altona
8 February
International Women’s Day
March 6
Make a tea light holder at
Bunnings, Altona North

Matto Lucas
Frontier
Matto Lucas is an Australian visual artist,
photographer, creator, curator and art facilitator
working within mixed and digital media, with a
preference for photography and performance.
In 2013 Matto was awarded a Lifetime Membership
to Midsumma for his work and commitment as a
visual artist within the LGBTQI community. In 2015
Matto operated as Coalesce ARI’s President.
Matto was the Visual Arts Mentor at the Bendigo
South East College’s Academy of Creative Arts in
2016 and 2017 and is currently the Vice President
and Committee Member at Trocadero Artspace
Footscray and a member of Arts West. He lectures in
Visual Media and Design at the Australian Institute
of Music, Melbourne. Matto Lucas makes up one
half of the Drinking with the Artist podcast (available
on Spotify and iTunes).
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Frontier
In August 2019, Matto Lucas travelled
through 13 different countries, in the back
of an Audi convertible.
Part retro road trip, part travel log,
FRONTIER is an experimental video
artwork about a queer body existing in
various new geographies, documenting
an organic experience; a journey, and
discovering the multitude of landscapes
while telling multiple intersecting
narratives and exploring the transient
spaces one occupies in transit.

Hobsons Bay Arts Society:
A Year in Review
Gaye Pereira-Jackson
Hobsons Bay Arts Society is pleased that we have
Joel Gallery as a wonderful exhibition venue for all
our exhibitions and art activities. Apart from this
beautiful, dedicated exhibition area, we also run
our various art classes as well as our art activities
in their adjoining rooms.
In the past 12 months, before lockdowns were set in
place, we managed to hold three major exhibitions.
In August 2019, we celebrated our 40th Anniversary.
With 55 wonderfully painted palettes created by HBAS
members, plus artworks by Founding, Foundation
and Early Members making an eye catching display
in the Joel Gallery, our HBAS: 40 Years kicked off with
a bang. We had a great turn out for the launch and
were thrilled all our Foundation and Early Members
were in attendance to help cut the cake. Kim Reilly
opened the exhibition with a touching speech, and
we thank her for her kind words.
Then in September, we held our annual Spring Art
& Artisan Exhibition with a lot of success. There were
many artworks displayed for sale, showcasing the
best paintings our members had painted. As well
as that, many members also showed off their crafty
skills. There were lots of beautifully made decorated
artifacts, jewellery and wooden bowls.
Our final exhibition was held in December and was
launched after our Annual Christmas Party. Once
again the decking at Louis Joel Arts & Community
Centre served the purpose of entertaining our
members and visitors. The party was followed by
the launch of the Learning Curve Exhibition which
was another successful event with lots of paintings
for sale.
At the start of 2020, we proceeded with our popular
annual 5x7 Art Prize exhibition. All was on track until
the shutdown. But thanks to Kim Reilly, Catherine
Storm and HBAS, we set up a virtual exhibition
online; as well as that, Kim and Catherine rotated
the exhibited entries in the Joel Gallery windows.
Unfortunately, HBAS has not been able to access
the Joel Gallery amenities but we thank them
sincerely for all their support over the years and
look forward to continued alliance with them.
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Creativity Cluster
Landscapes Real & Imagined
Creativity Cluster is a group of nine women artists
who work across diverse mediums. These include
painting with water colour, acrylics, oils and alcohol
ink, as well as working with oil and cold wax, mixed
media, mosaic, polymer clay, ceramics, textiles,
photography and found object assemblage.
They met through various means — by exhibiting
at the same gallery, taking courses together, or
contacting each other through Instagram.
Their first major undertaking, starting mid-February
2019, was a month-long group exhibition and daily
activity program at the Renew Geelong Concept
Space in Market Square Shopping Centre in central
Geelong.
In March 2020, Joel Gallery hosted Creativity Cluster’s
Landscapes Real and Imagined exhibition, together
with a series of artist talks and workshops exploring
various arts forms.

Landscapes Real and Imagined
“Art does not reproduce the visible;
rather it renders visible.”
With these words from Paul Klee in mind,
members of our Creativity Cluster group
have each used our preferred mediums
to examine the essence of landscape.
Some of these landscapes are
recognisable, some not. They are as
varied as the artists and their mediums
– scenic, humorous, realistic, thoughtprovoking, colourful, ethereal, geometric,
dark, quirky….

Current group of Creativity Cluster artists, front row from left: Luna Cameron-Parrish, Pat Duncan,
Carolyn Morwood, Deidre Ogilvie; back row from left: Lindsay Hussey, Penny Sharples, Marina
Chamberlain, Nancy Lane, Mardie Whitla
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Lucy Thompson
Quilting Divas
The word ‘quilt’ can have so many different meanings
and to each person, the word ‘quilt’ can conjure up
different images. Some think it is the realm of older
women, hand sewing small shapes together but this
exhibition shows that quilts and quilting couldn’t be
further from that image. Machine pieced, machine
quilted, applique, embroidery, foundation piecing
— all terms that take quilting from the realm of
hand craft into the world of textile art.
Patchwork is the process of cutting fabric up and
sewing it into a series of shapes or blocks. Quilting
is the process of securing the 3 layers of a quilt
together – to prevent the wadding in the middle
from bunching up or moving.
Lucy Thompson is an experienced quilter who has
been patchworking and quilting for over 25 years.
She adores colour, unusual patterns and intricate
design and whilst she will show friends her fellow
Seabreeze Quilters her work, she is reticent about
exhibiting her work. Encouraged by our Centre
Manager, Lucy showed her beautiful work for the
first time in a solo exhibition in December 2019.
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Christmas 2019
The Christmas functions at the Louis Joel Arts &
Community Centre are always good fun. The Kings
of the Kitchen took the Christmas function catering
on as a project – with the support of volunteers
Marlene, Dorothy and Julie. The Kings put on an
exceptional feast for us and we thank them again
for their tremendous effort.
On the menu for Christmas 2019 there was a
selection of cold meats and salads as well as a
plethora of desserts – from meringues to puddings
and a selection of trifles. We were very spoiled for
choice and we enjoyed the friendship, food and
festive spirit.
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International Women’s Day at
Bunnings
For the past few years, we have been fortunate to
share International Women’s Day with Bunnings in
Altona North.
Maria Ebejer, Bunnings Activity Organiser, arranges
a DIY activity and we invite our community to meet
us there for some hands on practice and experience
with tools to create something special to take home.
This year we made a wooden holder for votive
candles – and had a great deal of fun playing with
the power tools.
Administration officer, Danielle was concentrating on
getting the holes drilled in the right place – our staff
have many talents and skills and Danielle can add
this one to her list.

Little Library
We were very proud of our Little Library from the
day it was installed but over the months of COVID
lockdown and main library closures, the importance
of Little Libraries was made more evident. We
constantly updated the books, making sure they
were cleaned before going into the library.
We found so many community members were
contributing books back so the need for constant
topping up slowed down. We know that even as
main libraries reopen, our Little Library will still be
visited by those looking for a good read.

Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative •Page 20

ABN: 60542 351 573

Donation Form
The Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre raises funds to help deliver quality programs and projects
to the community of Hobsons Bay.
We are partly funded to deliver those programs. However, that funding only goes part way to cover
the costs of delivering low-cost programs to those in the community who may not otherwise have
access to them. It is for this reason we ask for your help. Every dollar donated to the ‘Hobsons Bay
Community Arts Activities Fund’ is expended on the delivery of our programs with the focus on
making them as low cost as possible for those in our community who would most benefit
from them. Please consider helping us to help them.
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

First Name
Last Name
Address
									Postcode
Email
I have made the following donation

$________________________________

BSB: 013 456
Account Number: 232621885
Name on Account: Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
Reference: Your Name
Enclosed is my tax deductible donation
by cheque or money order:

$________________________________

Please make cheques or money orders payable to:
		
Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd
		
PO Box 583, Altona or deliver to the Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre
		
5 Sargood St, Altona
A tax receipt will be issued to you as soon as possible. Please note that to claim tax deductibility this financial
year (2020-2021), your donation must be received by us by June 30. Your name only will be acknowledged
in the Annual Report for your donation - please tick the box below if you would like to keep you donation
confidential.
		

Please keep my donation confidential
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Hobsons Bay Community Advancement Co-operative Ltd trading as:
Louis Joel Arts & Community Centre
5 Sargood Street Altona 3018
Phone: 9398 2511
Email: admin@ljac.com.au
Website: ljac.com.au
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